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Few would argue that public education must be an important part of addressing some of our 
greatest challenges. At no time in our history has the need been more acute for innovation to improve 
education. These innovations must at the same time improve classroom instruction and engage 
leaders and communities to improve the likelihood of schools’ effectiveness. Efforts to improve 
educational outcomes must be coupled with an intense focus on employing research methodologies 
to determine which innovations are effective and when.  This talk will illustrate how the faculty of the 
Simmons School of Education at SMU are building a culture of evidence-based educational practice 
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partnership designed to end poverty by improving educational access and outcomes. 

David J. Chard, Ph.D. is the Leon Simmons Endowed Dean and founding dean of the Annette 
Caldwell Simmons School of Education and Human Development and Professor in the Department 
of Teaching and Learning at Southern Methodist University. His research and teaching interest are 
in early literacy and mathematics instruction for struggling students and communities. He has been 
a classroom teacher in California, Michigan, and in the U. S. Peace Corps in Lesotho in southern 
Africa. In October of 2011 Dr. Chard was nominated by President Barack Obama to serve on the 
Board of Directors of the National Board for Education Sciences, a 15-member board that advises 
and consults with the director of the Institute of Education Science.
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